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Community Forum



Agenda: 
ÅWelcome from Facilitator

ÅRound of Introductions

ÅOverview of the Forum

ÅPowering Up Dublin ðthe story so far

ÅBreakout Session ðconstraint mapping

ÅQuestions, Wrap Up and AOB



Independent Facilitator

ÅPaul OõRaw

ÅPaulõs role:
ÅFacilitate meetings of the forum

ÅSet meeting agenda with members

ÅMeeting reporting

ÅGeneral meeting liaison



Overview of the forum
Sinead Dooley, Head of Public Engagement



Purpose of the Community 
Forum
ÅRepresent the views of local communities and facilitate a 

'local voice'.

ÅProvide guidance and feedback at key stages of the project.

ÅAssist in resolution of local issues that arise 
during the project stage.

ÅIdentify local sources of information that will assist the project 
team to minimise disruptionthroughout the city.

ÅCommunicateinformation to a wider groupof stakeholders.

ÅAct in an advisory capacity on implementation of the 
community benefit fund.



Initial Work Programme

ÅHelp us map local constraints/hotspots 
that we should consider.

ÅAdvise us on our approach to 
engagement and consultation.

ÅExplore consultation and engagement 
opportunities.

ÅKeep updated onthe progress of the 
project.



Who are EirGrid and what 
do we do? 
ÅState owned operators of Irelandõs electricity 

transmission grid. 

ÅWe send power from where it is generated to 
where it is needed. 

ÅWe operate the wholesale electricity market. 

ÅWe operate electricity interconnectors with 
neighbouring countries. 

ÅWe do not generate electricity. 



EirGridõs role in the electricity system



What is happening in the Dublin area?

ÅCurrent electricity infrastructure is becoming less 
reliable

ÅSystem security is under pressure

ÅDemand for electricity is growing

ÅHousing

ÅTransport electrification

ÅHeating

ÅLarge energy users

ÅDistribution level (consumers)

Offshore Renewable Energy

Where is demand comingfrom?



Congestion on the 
transmission grid in 
Dublin

Indicator Risk of Overloading

Marginal

Small

Moderate

Heavy

Severe

Extreme

Belcamp

Poolbeg

Finglas

Carrickmines

North Wall

Inchicore

Existing Substations



What is Powering Up 
Dublin? 

ÅA programme of works to: 

ÅInstall over 50km of cables across the city. 

ÅUpgrade existing substations. 

ÅIdentify new cables routes and substations 
that may be required. 



The study area

ÅSome substations require upgrading

ÅExisting High Voltage (HV) cables require 

replacement

ÅCable replacement must be performed 

'off-line' to prevent significant disruption 

to energy transmission

ÅStudy areas are designed to cluster the 

area within which the cable runs are 

proposed



It starts with constraints......

ÅOther services in the road such as water, gas and 
drainage

ÅPotential impact on the environment including European 
and national protected areas for biodiversity, invasive 
and protected services and otherimportant biodiversity 
areas (including undesignated habitats)

Å Areas of high amenity and ongoing works

ÅMoratoriums on road openings

This provides route corridors..........

Identifying potential routes



Developing route options

Our routing principles for this project then consider:

Å Sensitive natural and built heritage locations

Å Avoidance of going off-road, through private land and through agricultural land

Å The use of national, regional and local roads

Å The impact on communities

Å The performance of the cable

Å Deliverability of the routes

Å Consideration is given to City and County DevelopmentPlans and Local Area Plans and in 
addition to this, feedbackfrom local communities is at theheart of our process.



The challenge 

on the ground



Site Investigations

Slit Trenching

Ground PenetratingRadar CAT and Genny ScanningUtilities records

Walkdown and 
consolidation - 3D


