
 

Dublin North Fringe 220kV 

Reinforcement Project 

Stage 2 - Lead Consultant’s Report     

Identification of Preferred Substation Site 

PE688-F0154-R00-003-002 

ESBI Engineering Solutions 

Stephen Court, 18/21 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, Ireland 

Telephone+353-1-703 8000  Fax+353-1-661 6600 

www.esbi.ie 

21/12/11 21
st
 December 2011 

 



 

BF-REP-001-002-003 

 

  

File Reference: PE688-F0154-R00-003-002 

Client / Recipient: EIRGRID 

Project Title: Dublin North Fringe 220kV Reinforcement Project 

Report Title: Stage 2 - Lead Consultant’s Report 

Identification of Preferred Substation Site 

Report No.: PE688-F0154-R00-003-002 

Rev. No.: 002 

Volume 1  of  1  

Prepared by: P.Carroll 

Title: Consultant 

APPROVED: Andrew O’ConnellA.OConnell 
TITLE:  Consultant 

DATE: 21/12/11 

 

Latest Revision Summary: 
 
 
 
 

 

COPYRIGHT ©  ESB  INTERNATIONAL  LIMITED   
ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED,  NO  PART  OF  THIS  WORK  MAY  BE  MODIFIED  OR  REPRODUCED  OR  
COPIES  IN  ANY  FORM  OR  BY  ANY  MEANS - GRAPHIC,  ELECTRONIC  OR  MECHANICAL,  
INCLUDING  PHOTOCOPYING,  RECORDING,  TAPING  OR  INFORMATION  AND  RETRIEVAL  
SYSTEM,  OR  USED  FOR  ANY  PURPOSE  OTHER  THAN  ITS  DESIGNATED  PURPOSE,  WITHOUT  
THE  WRITTEN  PERMISSION  OF  ESB  INTERNATIONAL  LIMITED. 

 



PE688-F0154-R00-003-0022 

  21/12/2011 

Change History of Report 

Date New Rev Author Summary of Change 

16/12/11 1 PC Client’s comments included 

21/12/11 2 PC Minor corrections 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 i 21/12/2011 

Contents 

1 Introduction 1 

1.1 Report Context 1 

1.2 Purpose of Stage 2 Report 3 

1.3 Summary of the Stage 1 Process 3 

2 Consultation on the Stage 1 Report 4 

2.1 Key Stakeholders and Agencies 4 

2.2 General Public 5 

2.3 Feedback 6 

2.4 Communications with Key Stakeholders and Agencies 6 

3 The Preferred Site for the 220kV Transformer Station 8 

4 Landowner Consultation 8 

5 Environmental Investigations 8 

6 Conclusion 9 

Appendix I 10 

Appendix II 19  

Appendix III 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 1 21/12/2011 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Report Context 

EirGrid, the statutory Transmission System Operator, requires that the existing electricity 

transmission network in the areas of north Dublin City and the southern fringe of Fingal be 

reinforced in order to ensure quality and security of existing supply and to provide the 

required electrical infrastructure to facilitate economic growth in the area. This project is 

known as the Dublin North Fringe 220kV Reinforcement Project.  

The project primarily comprises a new 220kV substation within the North Fringe area, which 

will function as a Bulk Supply Point for electricity which will in turn then supply the North 

Fringe area. To best achieve this objective the project has been broken into four distinct 

stages, as per the project roadmap shown in Figure 1, each stage having its own principal 

objective.  

The project is currently at Stage 2 of the EirGrid roadmap – “Evaluate Options". The 

previous Stage 1 process of "Information Gathering" identified a study area for the project, 

constraints (environmental and other) within that study area and options for localising the 

proposed 220kV substation and associated works. This is captured in a Stage 1 Lead 

Consultant’s Report, available at EirGrid’s project website 

www.eirgridproject.com/projects/dublinnorthfringe. It is not intended to rewrite the contents 

of the Stage1 Lead Consultant’s Report in this Stage 2 Report, other than to present its key 

findings. As such, for a complete and thorough understanding, this Stage 2 Lead 

Consultant's Report, prepared by ESB International, should be read in conjunction with the 

Stage 1 Report. 

Hard copies are also available on request to EirGrid’s Dublin North Fringe 220kV 

Reinforcement Project team. 

This report outlines the key findings since the publication of the Stage 1 Report.  

http://www.eirgridproject.com/projects/dublinnorthfringe
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Figure 1: Dublin North Fringe 220kV Reinforcement Project Planning Application - Project Roadmap 
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1.2 Purpose of Stage 2 Report 

From the EirGrid project roadmap in Figure 1, it can be seen that Stage 2 of this project 

evaluates the option identified in Stage 1 as preferred by the project consultants. This 

covers the consultation and feedback process with all key stakeholders as well as ongoing 

input and analysis by EirGrid and its consultants. In particular, this Stage 2 report includes 

detailed engagement with the landowner of the identified site. The publication of a Stage 2 

report documents this part of the process. 

The objectives of this report are to; 

 Detail the evaluation process that has been undertaken in order to identify the 

preferred station site for the project. Essential to achieving this objective was the 

process of consideration of all feedback arising during the Stage 1 consultation, and 

in respect of the Stage 1 Consultation Report; all interested parties (statutory, non 

statutory and the general public) were given the opportunity to review and comment 

on the Stage 1 process, procedures and conclusions. 

 The Stage 1 report referred to above was published in August 2011. Feedback from 

 this consultation process was reviewed and, where considered by EirGrid and the 

 project team to be relevant and justified, appropriate actions were taken to 

 incorporate  this feedback into the site selection and general project 

 development process.  

 Present the preferred site for the 220/110kV station. The station site identified in 

Chapter 3 of this Stage 2 Report represents what the project team considers to be 

the most appropriate option, having regard to all technical, environmental and 

planning criteria and to the public, local authority and all other landowner and 

stakeholder consultation and engagement. 

 

1.3 Summary of the Stage 1 Process 

The Stage 1 process of information gathering consisted of the following steps: 

 Present the need for the project 

 Establish a study area for the project  

 Identify environmental and other constraints within the defined study area 

 Identify an emerging preferred substation site 

 Provide the opportunity for public and stakeholder consultation 

 

The conclusion of the Stage 1 Lead Consultant’s Report identified the Lead Consultant’s 

emerging preferred site for the 220/110kV station and also identified the parameters which 

influenced the selection process.   

In summary, the key findings of the Stage 1 report are as follows: 

 The emerging preferred location for the 220/110kV station site is in the townland of 

Belcamp on the south eastern boundary of the substation study area, off the 

northern side of the N32 

 The surrounding road network has an adequate carriageway to convey any 

underground transmission cables associated with the project. The cables 

themselves are not part of the proposal. 
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2 Consultation on the Stage 1 Report 

The consultation process based on the Stage 1 report is a key element of the overall project. 

Feedback from all concerned and invested parties is vital to ensure that the ongoing 

decision making processes are as informed as possible. 

Consultation occurred with statutory stakeholder agencies/bodies, non statutory stakeholder 

agencies/bodies and the general public. The principles behind the consultation remain the 

same for all groups, i.e. to engage in open, honest and meaningful discussion and 

evaluating and incorporating where possible or appropriate, all feedback, suggestions and 

information brought to the attention of the project team. 

2.1 Key Stakeholders and Agencies 

The project team endeavoured to work with key stakeholders and agencies, taking into 

account their particular subject of responsibility, in identifying the preferred site. 

The Stage 1 Lead Consultants report (with associated maps) was issued on September 10
th
 

2011. 

Public representatives are also key stakeholders in that they represent many groups and 

viewpoints of residents and interest groups throughout the study area. The following 

councillors and TDs were contacted in relation to the project; 

Fingal County and Dublin North electoral districts 

 Cllr. Gerry McGuire - Fingal County Council 

 Cllr. Tom Kelleher – Fingal County Council 

 Cllr. Darragh Butler - Fingal County Council 

 Cllr. Anne Devitt -   Fingal County Council    

 Cllr. Eugene Coppinger - Fingal County Council    

 James Reilly TD – Dublin North  

 Clare Daly TD – Dublin North 

 Alan Farrell TD - Dublin North 

 Brendan Ryan TD - Dublin North 

Dublin City and Dublin North East electoral districts 

 Cllr. Tom Brabazon Dublin North Central Area  

 Cllr. Paddy Bourke - Dublin North Central Area  

 Cllr. Gerry Breen - Dublin North Central Area 

 Cllr. Julia Carmichael - Dublin North Central Area  

 Cllr. Pat Crimmins - Dublin North Central Area  

 Cllr. Declan Flanagan - Dublin North Central Area  

 Cllr. Deirdre Heney - Dublin North Central Area   

 Cllr. Jane Horgan-Jones - Dublin North Central Area   

 Cllr. Mícheál Mac Donncha - Dublin North Central Area      

 Cllr. Brian McDowell - Dublin North Central Area     

 Cllr. Andrew Montague - Dublin North Central Area (Lord Mayor of Dublin) 
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 Cllr. Damian O’Farrell - Dublin North Central Area  

 Cllr. Naoise Ó Muirí - Dublin North Central Area   

 Cllr. Larry O'Toole - Dublin North Central Area  

 Cllr. Tommy Broughan - Dublin North East   

 Cllr. Sean Kenny - Dublin North East         

 Terence Flanagan TD - Dublin North East     

 

A number of agencies and/or interest groups were contacted in relation to the project and 

these are listed below; 

 

 Birdwatch Ireland 

 Development Applications Unit, Department of the Arts, Heritage and the 

Gaelteacht 

 Dublin City Council (Planning Dept., Roads Dept. & Environment Dept.) 

 Fingal County Council (Planning Dept. & Environment Dept.) 

 Inland Fisheries Ireland 

 Irish Aviation Authority 

 National Monuments Service (NMS) 

 National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 

 National Roads Authority (NRA) 

 Office of Public Works (Hydrology & Hydrometric Section & the Heritage Services 

Section) 

 

In addition, the project team commenced engagement with the owner of the identified site, 

the Industrial Development Authority (IDA). While the project roadmap normally identifies 

landowners in the Stage 2 Report, as the owner is a state agency in this instance, it was 

considered appropriate to commence early discussions regarding the project, without 

prejudice to the eventual outcome of the evaluation process of Stage 2. 

 

2.2 General Public 

At all times the project team endeavours to engage with prospective neighbours and the 

general public in respectful, honest and open discussion. The local knowledge of local 

communities is invaluable to the project team, and therefore their input is vital. The project 

team must merge this local knowledge with technological and environmental survey and 

assessment, experience and expertise in site selection, to determine an optimum solution. 

The public consultation strategy for this project took the form of a Stage 1 Project Update 

Document, newspaper notices, a public information day and the provision of a dedicated 

project email address. 
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Newspaper Notices 

Upon completion of the Stage 1 Report, notices were published in The Fingal Independent 

and The Northside People newspapers on the 5
th
 and 12

th
 September 2011 (included as 

Appendix II of this report). The purpose of these newspaper notices was to publicise the 

project and the Stage 1 Report and to provide contact details for the project team and also 

to announce the forthcoming Public Information Day.  

Stage 1 Project Update Document 

The Stage 1 Project Update Document, which included project specific information as well 

as contact details for the project team, was on public display at Donaghmede Library, 

Donaghmede Shopping Centre, Grange Road, Dublin 13 and Fingal County Council Offices, 

Swords, Co Dublin. This is contained at Appendix III of this report. 

Telephone, Email, Website and Postal 

The regular updating of the project specific Web Page facilitating widespread accessibility to 

project data and to facilitate the giving and receiving of information specific to the project. A 

dedicated email address was established for the project and a telephone number was 

provided for people to contact the project team directly. 

By December 2011, the viewing count on the webpage was in excess of 400 visits. 

Public Information Day 

A Public Information Day, advertised in the newspapers named above, was held in the 

Hilton Hotel in Darndale on September 14
th 

2011. Members of the project team attended on 

the day to discuss any aspect of the project, including project justification, site selection, 

environmental and health issues and electro-magnetic fields. Hard copies of project reports 

and maps were available at this open day, and remain available from the project team on 

request. 

2.3 Feedback 

Following the publication of the Stage 1 Report in September 2011, a period of 4 weeks was 

allowed for stakeholders to make submissions to the project team. However, any 

submissions received outside this period were also considered, as will any feedback 

received during the ongoing project development. Meetings were also held with various 

statutory and non statutory stakeholders during this time. 

The consultation period is important to allow the project team to review and analyse the 

feedback received and implement necessary design changes if relevant. 

Overall public feedback has been positive with no major issues raised. 

2.4 Communications with Key Stakeholders and Agencies 

Three statutory bodies responded directly to the information supplied and their responses 

can be seen in Appendix I. Below is a summary of these responses. 

 

1. National Roads Authority 

It was advised that the NRA is not in a position to engage directly with applicants on 

specific projects, however as a matter of general policy, the potential impact arising 

from the proposed development needs to be assessed in a Traffic Impact 

Assessment and the developers should determine whether a Road Safety Audit is 

required, having regard to NRA guidance documents. 
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2. Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaelteacht (National Parks & Wildlife 

Service) 

It was advised that an archaeological assessment should be carried out in 

accordance with DAHG guidelines. 

It was advised that an ecological survey of the site should be carried out in 

accordance with advice provided and relevant guidelines. Particular attention 

should be given to owl species and birds of prey. 

It was advised that the proposed development should be subject to appropriate 

assessment screening to be carried out in accordance with relevant guidelines. 

3. Fingal County Council, Planning Authority 

The Planning Authority recognises the need to augment electricity infrastructure to 

support the planned development in the North Fringe geographical area. The land 

zoning does not preclude against the form of development proposed subject to 

assessment against the policies and objectives in the Development Plan. 

More information is required in terms of indicative site layout plan, building 

elevations and landscaping in order for the Planning Authority to give more 

comprehensive feedback, although it acknowledges that the project development is 

at a preliminary stage. 

It was advised that the Planning Authority would welcome further discussion with 

EirGrid as the project progress. 

 

A number of other agencies have been consulted by EirGrid and its consultants in 

respect of the proposed development. The key points of these communications are 

summarised as follows; 

4. An Bord Pleanála 

The Board advised that detailed discussions be entered into with the National Parks 

and Wildlife Service in relation to water courses and any potential impact in the 

Special Area of Conservation downstream of the preferred site.  

The Board also advised that due regard be given to the requirements of the 

Habitats Directive in relation to Appropriate Assessment. 

5. Dublin City Council 

EirGrid and their consultants met with representatives from the council’s Drainage, 

Roads and Planning sections on Tuesday 6
th
 December in Civic Offices, Wood 

Quay. The meeting covered the location of the proposed station, the road access 

from the N32 and the issue of land drainage into the Mayne River. There was a 

positive reaction from the council’s representatives regarding the proposals and a 

further meeting to cover design specifics will take place prior to lodgement of the 

planning application. 

6. North Dublin Forum 

EirGrid attended a meeting of the forum on the 18th October 2011, where plans for 

the Dublin North Fringe project were outlined. The members were furnished with 

details of the project and were generally satisfied with the proposals and their affect 

on the local electrical infrastructure and its implications. 

The North Fringe Forum is a combined forum comprising of councillors from areas 

that border the north city and Fingal administrative areas. Its members include; 
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Cllr. Pat Crimmins, (Dublin City Council) 

Cllr. Larry O’Toole (Dublin City Council) 

Cllr. Paddy Bourke (Dublin City Council) 

Cllr. Andrew Montague (Dublin City Council Lord Mayor) 

Cllr. Anthony Lavin (Fingal County Council) 

Cllr. Brian McDowell (Dublin City Council) 

Cllr. Cian O’Callaghan (Fingal County Council) 

Cllr. Declan Flanagan (Dublin City Council) 

Cllr. Eoghan O’Brien (Fingal County Council) 

Cllr. Joan Maher (Fingal County Council) 

Cllr. Julia Carmichael (Dublin City Council) 

Cllr. Mícheál Mac Donncha (Dublin City Council) 

Cllr. Peter Coyle (Fingal County Council) 

Cllr. Tom Brabazon (Dublin City Council) 

 

There are 3 TDs invited / on mailing list also; 

Deputy Terence Flanagan 

Deputy Tommy Broughan 

Deputy Sean Kenny 

 

3 The Preferred Site for the 220kV Transformer Station 

The site identified as Site 15 in the Stage 1 Report as the emerging preferred site was 

presented to all relevant bodies and the public as part of this process. There were no 

objections, suggestions, comments or no previously unknown information provided by any 

party during the overall Stage 1 consultation and feedback process which would change the 

conclusions of the project team, as expressed in the Stage 1 Report, that this site 

represents the optimum location for the 220kV transformer station.  

4 Landowner Consultation 

As noted above, the emerging preferred site in the Stage 1 Lead Consultant’s Report is 

owned by the Industrial Development Authority (IDA). From the initial identification of the 

site as a possible station location, IDA were consulted regarding the availability and 

suitability of the site with regard to the future plans of the IDA to develop its landholding. 

The IDA indicated that it had no objection in principle to the proposed development, and it 

was likely that the subject site would be made available for the project.  

5 Environmental Investigations 

An Environmental Impact Assessment screening report has been carried out and from this 

various external professional consultants (archaeological, ecological etc.) assessed the site 

and reported their findings. The recommendations from these consultant’s reports will be 

implemented in full; however, there were no findings which will affect the suitability of the 
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proposed site or the impact of the station on the surroundings. An environmental 

assessment will be submitted as part of the planning application. 

6 Conclusion 

The EirGrid Project Roadmap identifies that input and feedback of relevant state and public 

bodies and members of the public is critical to the Stage 2 project evaluation process. Their 

feedback and inputs are incorporated into the project design where relevant. This report 

highlights the efforts made to include the relevant stakeholders in the consultation process. 

To date, there has been no feedback or information offered from the public or from statutory 

bodies which would affect the design process involved with the project or the station 

location identified. In addition, the technical environmental studies carried out by the project 

team endorse the identified site option as the preferred site. As such it is intended that this 

site will progress to Stage 3 of the project roadmap, as the preferred site. The project will 

then be subject to an application for statutory approval to An Bord Pleanála. This report 

finalises Stage 2 of the project roadmap. 
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Appendix I 

Correspondence from statutory bodies 

 

1. National Roads Authority 

2. Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaelteacht (National Parks & Wildlife Service) 

3. Fingal County Council, Planning Authority 
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1. Response from National Roads Authority 
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2. Response from Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaelteacht (NPWS) 
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3. Response from Fingal County Council, Planning Authority 
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Appendix II 

Newspaper Public Notice from The Fingal Independent and The Northside People 

newspapers on the 5
th
 and 12

th
 September 2011 

 

Dublin North Fringe 220 kV - Reinforcement Project 

EirGrid is the state-owned independent electricity transmission system operator and 
market operator in Ireland. It is EirGrid’s role to develop quality connection, 
transmission and market services to electricity generators, suppliers and customers 
utilising the high voltage electricity system. 
 
In this capacity, EirGrid is proposing a new 220 kV electricity transmission station to 
reinforce the electricity infrastructure system currently serving the Dublin North City and 
County Area (Dublin North Fringe). 
 
The new site will be located within the study area shown. This study area broadly runs along 
the N32 and is bounded by the M1 Motorway, the Dublin Belfast Railway line and to the 
North by both Baskin Lane and Chapel Road. EirGrid have retained a consultant team in 
order to identify a preferred site within the study area. 
 
The consultant’s preferred site is along the N32 in the Belcamp area and information on this 
site location is on our project website and will also be available at the public consultation 
day. Detailed information about this proposed station is available on 
www.eirgridprojects.com/dublinnorthfringe 
 
Members of the public are invited to view this proposal at a public information day which will 
take place in the Hilton Airport Hotel, Dublin (off the N32) on Wednesday September 14th 
2011 from 3 - 8pm.  
 
Maps of the study area detailing the consultants preferred site location will be available to 
view and members of the project team will be available to answer any queries arising from 
the proposed project. 
 
Feedback regarding the project can be submitted by email, letter or telephone as detailed 
below on or before 
5.00pm Friday 30th September 2011; 
 
Dublin North Fringe Project Manager, 
EirGrid, 160 Shelbourne Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 
Phone: 01 7026642 
Email: dublinnorthfringe@eirgrid.com 

Website: www.eirgridprojects.com/projects/dublinnorthfringe  

http://www.eirgridprojects.com/dublinnorthfringe
http://www.eirgridprojects.com/projects/dublinnorthfringe
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Appendix III 

Stage 1 Project Update Document September 2011 


